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FOREWORD 



This is the second volume in the series of “Selections from Educa- 
tional Records of the Government of India” which is being published 
by the National Archives of India under the scheme of publishing 
selections of historical significance for the pre-Independence period 
sponsored by the Ministry of Education. It covers a Period of twenty- - 
seven years (1850-1887) and deals with the events that led to the 
establishment of the Universities of Punjab (now in Pakistan) and 
Allahabad. 

' r 

\The three Universities of Bombay, Calcutta and Madras were 
the first to be established in India (1857). They all adopted En g lish 
as the medium of instruction and laid emphasis almost exclusively 
on the spread of Western science and culture. This inevitably led to 
the neglect of two important objectives in the revival of Indiai\ 
education, viz., the cultivation of oriental learning and the develop- 
ment of modem Indian languages) As early as 1867, therefore, the 
British Indian Association of the North-Western Provinces (now Uttar 
Pradesh) submitted a memorial to the Governor-General of India 
praying that (“a system of public education of the highest class ’ 
should be established, “in which the arts, sciences and other branches 
of literature” may be taught through the modern Indian languages 
and that “either a Vernacular Department be attached to the Calcutta 
University or an independent Vernacular University be created for 
the North-Western Provinces)’ 

This memorial started an important controversy in Indian edu- 
cation which lasted for nearly twenty years and dealt with ( three 
hpportant problems: (1) the place of Indian Universities in the 
development of oriental studies; (2) the medium of instruction in the 
Universities — English or the Modern Indian languages; and (3) the 
role of Indian Universities — whether they should be merely examin- 
ing bodies as the Universities of Bombay, Calcutta and Madras were 
or should they be teaching Universities on the model of the univer- 
sities of Oxford and Cambridge) (A large section of public opinion — 
Indian as well as European — favoured the establishment of teaching 
universities which would emphasize the cultivation of oriental learn- 
Jng and adopt the modern Indian languages as media of instruction.) 
\This did not imply the exclusion of the study of English at the uni- 
versity stage) On the other hand, the proposal was to teach English 
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as a compulsory subject and to ensure that every student obtaining a 
degree from an Indian University had a high proficiency in it; and 
it was felt that pais could be done without adopting it as the medium 
of instruction/} \For various reasons, these views were not ultima- 
tely accepted by Government and the two Universities that were 
created as a result of this demand — Punjab in 1882 and Allahabad in 
[887 — were also mainly modelled on the earlier Universities of Bom* 
bay, Calcutta and Madras) 

The controversies that centred round the creation of these 
Universities are, therefore, of great interest to students of Indian 
education, especially at the present time when the question of the 
medium of instruction at the University stage is exercising the public 
mind. This volume, therefore, is appearing at a very opportune 
moment and I have no doubt that the students of education in 
India will find it both enjoyable and useful. 

It is my pleasant duty to record my sense of gratitude to the 
members of the Advisory Committee who have offered valuable 
advice in the publication of this volume. I also express my thanks 
to Shri K. D. Bhargava, Director of Archives and the staff of the 
Educational Records Division, and particularly to Shri S. K. Saxena, 
Assistant Director of Archives, who have given all necessary assis- 
tance to the Honorary Editor, Shri J. P. Naik in the selection, editing 
and annotation of the documents included in the Volume. 



PREM KIRPAL, 

New Delhi, Educational Adviser 

8 th May 1963. to the Government of India . 
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INTRODUCTION 




INTRODUCTION 

The Despatch of 1854 suggested that the Government of Trul^ 
snould, “take into . . . consideration the institution of univer- 
sities at Calcutta and Bombay . . . and report . . . upon the 
best method of procedure, with a view tp their incorporation by Acts 
of the Legislative Council of India 1 )’ (\lt also added — “we shall be 
ready to sanction the creation of a University at Madras or in any 
part of India, where a sufficien^.number of institutions exist, frojn 
which properly qualified candidates for degrees could be supplied*? 
These suggestions were examined by the Government of India and it 

was finally decided to establishJhree universities in the first i nstanc e 

Calcutta, Bombay and Madras. The relevant papers in this context 
are published in Papers Connected with the Establishment of Univer- 
sities in India, Calcutta, 1857. The universities were, actually estab- 
lished in 1857/ and their Acts of Incorporation have been published in 
full in Selections from Educational Records, Part II, 1840-59, Calcutta, 
1922, by J. A. Richey (pp. 408-26). The story of the growth of 
universities in India has thus been brought up to 1859 in the earlier 
publications. 

2. This volume carries this history to 1887 when the University of 
Allahabad was established. JDuring this period of 30 years (1857-87), 
two more universities were established — the University of Punjab 
(now in Pakistan) and the University of Allahabad — and thereafter 
.no other university was established in India for the next 28 yearsj 
The establishment of these universities raised several important issues 
such as the following: — 

1. Should the universities be merely examining bodies or 
should they also undertake teaching functions? 

2. What are the responsibilities of universities in India towards 
the preservation and propagation of Indian culture? 

3. What should be the medium of instruction at the university 
stage? 

4. What are the objectives of university education? 

5. How should the universities be administered and financed?) 

The documents relating to the establishment of these universities 

are thus very important and interesting. It was, therefore, decided to 
bring them out together in cne volume. 



l Despatch from the Court of Directors, No. 49, 19 July 1854. para. 38. 
•Despatch from the Court of Directors, No. 49, 19 July 1854. para. 35. 
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Section I: An Act to empower the Universities of Calcutta, 
Madras and Bombay to confer such degrees as they might 
prescribe by bye-laws, in addition tg those mentioned in their 
Acts of Incorporation , with the approval of the appropriate 
authorities — Act XLVII of 1860. [ Documents 1-5]. 

3^ Within three years of the establishment of the Universities of 
Calcutta, Bombay and Madras, two significant points emerged.) {The 
Jirst was the desirability or otherwise of permitting each university 
to develop along its own lines. Under the Acts of Incorporation of 
these universities, all matters of detail regarding courses for examina- 
tions were to be determined by ‘bye-laws and regulations’ framed by 
the Chancellor, Vice-Chancellor and the Fellows of the University 
and approved by the Governor-General of India in Council in the 
case of the Calcutta University and by the Governors of Bombay and 
Madras in Council in respect of the other two universities?) As was 
only to be expected, (each university framed bye-laws and regulations 
in accordance with its own local conditions and even within this short 
period of three years, several differences in the prescribed courses of 
the universities became noticeable. This led to a query whether the 
standards maintained by the three universities were identical and 
whether, or to what extent, it would be desirable to insist upon 
uniformity in their regulations) 

4. ^Che seco nd p oint referred to the specific degrees to be awarded 
by the universities^ The Acts of Incorporation of the universities 
stated that(they could confer, after examination, certain degrees 
specified in the Acts. The Calcutta University Act, for instance, 
stated that it could confer the degrees of “Bachelor of Arts, Master of 
Arts, Bachelor of Laws, Licentiate of Medicine, Doctor of Medicine, 
and Master of Civil Engineering 3 ”. If the university desired to 
institute any other degree (such as, for instance, of the Bachelor of 
Engineering) , it could not do so unless the Act was amended. It was 
felt desirable to remove this rigidity by a suitable amendment of the 
Acts of Incorporation) 

5. Both these issues would be found to have been reflected in a 
letter 4 from the Calcutta University which, inter alia , proposes that 
the Acts of Incorporation of the universities should be amended with 
a view to empowering them to confer any degrees they like with the 
approval of the Executive Government 5 . In approving this proposal, 
the Government of India also expressed an opinion on the issue 



» See Note 3, p. 483. 

* Document 1. 

^Document 1, para 23, p. 13. 




